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PREFAC E ro THE READER. 


HAVE read over the following ſermon, 

and think it plain and ſcriptural, and 
ſweetly adapted to the capacities of the poor, 
for whoſe benefit it was preached, and is 
now publiſhed. Surely the Spirit of the 
Lord 1s upon the author, and the Lord has 
indeed anointed him to preach the goſpel to 
the poor. I cannot therefore but own and 
honour him, though not ſent forth by ex- 
ternal impoſition of hands: and I truſt all 
our young preachers will be enabled to pub- 
liſh ſome of their diſcourſes, for a teſtimony 
to the preſent, and benefit of future ages. 
They will judge more impartially, and 
greedily embrace what many of the preſent 
generation will reject, Iam, 
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MARK v. 34. 


Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; 
go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 


N the preceding verſes the evangeliſt 
& 1 & gives an account of a certain woman, 
who having been ſolely diſeaſed of a 
E. MMI bloody iſſue, and getting no cure elſe- 
where; at length, hearing of Jeſus, came and was 
healed by him, To whom, after ſhe was healed, 
the Lord ſpake theſe words: Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole, &c.“ Of theſe 
words, and of the manner of her cure, I purpoſe 
to ſpeak in particular, 

The ſcripture ſaith, * A certain woman (per- 
haps intimating thereby that ſhe was noted in that 
country), being diſeaſed with an iſſue of blood 
twelve years, came behind him.” She was a re- 
markable woman becauſe of her diſeaſe; and the 


more ſo, becauſe ſhe had been twelve years in that : 


caſe and could get no cure. Doubtleſs ſhe was 
almoſt or quite out of hope of ever being helped; 
for ſhe might conſider how diſeaſes of a few days 
contraction were eaſily cured, but old ones are 
ſcarce ever removed; they generally accompany 
people to their graves: I ſay, ſhe might juſtly ſa 
think, and eſpecially when ſhe had (as we are 
told) ſpent all her living upon phyſicians, and 
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was nothing the better, but rather the worſe, 
Her days were miſerable through her malady, and 
ſhe could have no comfort, becauſe ſhe was with- 
out hope of obtaining a cure. She had ] ſuppoſe) 
went to all the phyſicians who were famous for 
doing cures, and It is faid ſhe had given them all 
her ſubſtance: it may be, ſhe had even parted 
with her good apparel, ahd had nothing but rags 
to cover her naked and diſeaſed body; and we 
may reaſonably imagine, that through the conti- 
nual running of her iſſue, thoſe rags ſhe might 
have were ſo very offenſive aud loarhſome, that 
no one could look on her hut as an object of the 
preateſt pity. If friends had given her clean rai. 
ment, it would ſoon have become unclean and 
naſty; for her iſſue kept running and polluted 
every thing the put on: but we do not hear ſhe 
had any friends, nor clean apparel, nor money, 
nor any thing left; but was a poor, diſeaſed, un- 
happy woman; the very emblem of a ſinner, whoſe 
eyes the Lord hath opened to ſee his fearful eſtate 
and the filthy rags were the perfect picture of ſelf- 
Tighteouſneſs. In this ſad condition ſhe heard of 
Jeſus: where, it may be obierved, that few rich 
people ever came to Jeſus to be healed, or en- 
quired after him ; the reaſon was, they had money 
enough to pay phyſicians, and ſo they thought 
they could do without him: too many think ſo, 
I fear, among us. When the woman herſelf had 
a living, a good eſtate, &c. ſhe (we do not hear 

looked after our Saviour no more than others; 
but when her all was ſpent, and ſhe had heard 
how Jeſus had healed people freely, and bow he 
loved the poor and turned none away, ſhe was 
encouraged to go to him and try what he could 
do for her: ſo ſhe came, The Lord often makes 
RY 1 5 affliction 
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affliction and poverty the means of bringing us to 
himſelf. He oftentimes ſtrips us of all the idols 


we have loved, and then we are forced to look to 


him: ſo he dealt with the poor woman: he let her 
go on in her own way a good while, even until 
ſhe had no more to give to phyſicians, but was re- 
duced to want and penury, and then the fame of 
Jeſus ſounded ſweet in her ears. Had any one told 
her of the Lamb of God while ſhe had money and 
goods, &c. perhaps ſhe would have anſwered, It is 
well that there is ſo great a friend to the poor who 


want, but as for me, I have enough to pay my 


phyſicians with; I can do without him. It is very 
likely ſhe had heard of Jeſus and his miracles be- 
fore; but ſhe heard, as many hear now-a- days; 
they ſit under ſermons and hear precept upon pre- 
cept and line upon line, but are never the better: 


they hear one ſay what God has done for him; and 
another tells in his hearing how his fins are par- 


doned, and how he found the Sun of righteouſneſs 
ariſe upon him with healing in his wings; but all 
is like water ſpilt upon ſand : the carnal only de- 


ſpiſe the news, and think the witneſſes are mad or 


in deluſion; or, if they can believe or think it true, 
it may be their anſwer is a faint, | with I could 
ſay ſo too; or it may be, I thank God 1 have no 
need of ſeeking after Jeſus as you: I have lived a 
ſober life and do all the good I can, and am not 
like other wicked men: I am not in much care 
about my future ſtate: if I ſhall not go to heaven, 
who will? Alas! theſe do not know their diſeaſe, 
and ſo do not want a cure: theſe are they of whom . 


Jeſus ſpake, ſaying, **I am not come to call the 


righteous, for they are whole, and think they need 
not a phyſician ; but I am come to call ſinners to 
repentance, and to heal the broken- hearted.” 

8 When 


„ 

When the woman came to Chriſt, ſhe was in 
the utmoſt neceſſity; ſhe had been ailing twelve 
long years, and fo longed for one that could heal 
ber diſeaſe; ſo that I dare ſay, when ſhe heard of 

Jeſus, her heart leaped for joy : though, when ſhe 
came, ſhe did not run up to him as if he was 
bound to heal her; no, ſhe went behind him, 
| aſhamed of her bloody ſtinking rags, and was 
afraid ſo much as to aſk him for mercy ; but yet 
followed, believing, if ſhe could but touch the 
border of his garment, ſhe ſhould be made whole ; 


and, as the multitude thronged him, ſhe caught 


him by the hem of his garment; and as ſoon as 
ſhe touched him ſhe felt in herſelf ſhe was healed, 
Hearken, my dear brethren, and come (as many 
as want to be healed) and touch the Lord Jeſus 
too, How did ſhe rejoice when the iſſue of her 
blood ſtopped! How did her heart flow with 
thankfulneſs and praiſes and bleſſings, when ſhe 
perceived whom ſhe had touched ! She knew he 
was more than mere man ; ſurely ſhe knew he was 
the Meſſiah that ſhould come into the world. But 
ſcarce had ſhe received ſo great mercy, but the 
Lord Jefus turned him about in the preſs, and aſked, 
% Who touched me?” The enemy then ſtepped 
in and hurried the poor ſoul and tempted her, 
perſuading her ſhe had no right to touch Jeſus, 
and might now juſtly look for damnation, becauſe 
ſhe had preſumptuouſly touched the border of ſo 
holy a garment with unhallowed hands and ftolen 
a cure, thinking ſhe could do it without his know- 
ledge. What horror ſeized her at this time ! She 
did not know what to do: and where could ſhe 
fly from him who was every where? So the wo- 
man fearing and trembling, knowing what was 
- done in her, came and fell down before him, and 


told 


ta 


told him all the truth. She told him how ſhe had 
been a long time in that bad way, and how ſhe 
believed if ſhe could but touch his garment ſhe 
Mould be cured, and ſo had ventured, and found 
herſelf made whole of her iſſue of blood. But ſee 
and admire the love of Jeſus] So ſoon as ſhe had 
ended her confeſſion, to eaſe her of her fears and 
to ſhew her how he is not angry at people's com- 
ing to him, he ſaid to her, Daughter, be of 
good comfort; thy faith has ſaved thee; go in 
peace,” O that the ſame Saviour may ſay ſo to 
every poor ſinner here to-day] Many followed 
the Lord Jeſus as well as the woman; for the 
apoſtle ſaith, ** the multitude thronged Jeſus;“ 
but we hear of no other that there found any vir- 
tue from him, ſave the woman: ſhe touched him 
in faith, and was made whole; he therefore faith, 
«© Thy faith has ſaved thee; go in peace.“ But 
of this I purpoſe to ſpeak more particularly heres 
after. Let us apply what has been ſaid already. 
Many that are here may have read this account 
over and over, and yet have ſeen nothing in it but 
a relation of a ſtrange miracle wrought by our Sa- 
viour on a poor wretched woman. Others, I ſup- 
poſe, have thought while I have been ſpeaking, O 
I am convinced |1 am diſeaſed, like the woman; I 
have an iſſue of blood, an iſſue of fin in my heart, 
and have had it more than twelve years; I have 
had it ever ſince I came into the world. I wiſh I 
could be directed what to do to be ſaved. O my 
brethren, my dear brethren, I wifh all of you knew 
what need you are in of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
There is not one of you but have this iſſue b 
nature, Ezekiel, when he deſcribes the ſtate of 
man, as he is brought forth into the world, faith, 
The Lord looked on him in his blood (meaning 


his 
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his fin} all polluted and unclean, Ezek. xvi. So 
the Lord looks upon you now; and though many 
of you are quite inſenſible of your loſt eſtate and 
miſery, yet he ſees your ſin, pities you, and ſends 
me to tel] you to-day where is one who will make 
you whole, Hearken therefore every one of you. 
When you came into the world you were born in 


fin, corrupt and abominable, and the iſſue or foun- 


tain of fin was opened in your heart, and began 


running when you began breathing, Many, I 


believe, can ſay, with myſelf, We are witneſſes, 


by ſad experience, that theſe things are ſo. Many 
here, I doubt not, have found fin like a bloody 
iſſue, and have, day after day and year after year, 
ſtrove to ſtop it and could not; and when you had 
ſpent all your ſtrength and power in going to phy- 
ſicians, were ſtill no better, but rather worſe; it 
can be ſaid of you, that you have tried all means 
and ſpent all your living. You have gone to friends 
and told them your trouble, and they ſent you to 
take-pleaſure, to fing ſongs, to play at cards, to 
drink, to ride out and keep company, &c. and 


many have ſeemed to get eaſe this way. Such ſort 


of phyſicians have been commended by many; 


but O] they only ſkin over the wound for a ſea- 


ſon; by- and- by the place will break out again, 


and the laſt ſtate will be worſe than the firſt. 1 


believe many are in hell now that found ſuch help 
in ſuch miſerable comforters and bad phyſicians, 


anch are now lamenting how they fooled away their 
own ſouls; but do not I hear ſome ſay, I have 
tried pleaſure and paſtime and company, but O! 
J am never the better; I have looked to Moſes, 
and ſtrove to do all he bid me; I have faſted and 
prayed night and day; I have gone to church, 
given to the poor, read much, and wept and ſorrowed, 

| | : but 
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but yet I am overcome by fin; it ſtill runs upon 
all my duties and defiles them; it ſtains all my 
righteouſneſs; it mingles in all my beſt works; 
pollutes my moſt holy ſervices; and, inſtead of 
getting the victory over it, I grow worſe and 
worſe. I ftrive and reſolve and make vows, and 
break all. Books and ſermons and ſcripture af- 
ford me no comfort. I fear my wound is incu» 
rable; my pain is perpetual; I have no reſt day 
nor night, and my moiſture is like the drought in 
ſummer, If I ſeem to be a little ſweet, and fin | 
does not rule for a ſeaſon, it is only like a torrent | 
ſtemmed up, which anon breaketh down with 
greater violence and carries all before it. I am 
ready to ſay, there is no help for me in my God, | 
and I have no reſt becauſe of my fin. Who art | 
thou that ſo crieft ? Is there no balm in Gilead? | 
is there no phyſician there? Jeſus came to bring 
ſalvation to a diſtreſſed people. Draw nigh to 
mount Golgotha, and take a view of the 3 
Jeſus dying there for thee. There he pays the | 
| price of thy ſoul, and ſheds down that rich blood | 
| that hath healed all the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect in heaven, and may heal thee, But me- 
5 


thinks ] hear thee anſwer, O I am the worſt of 
linners, I am the very chiefeſt of all: I am parti- 
cularly ſinful and diſeaſed. So was the poor wo- 
man I have been ſpeaking of; ſhe was very bad, 
but not too bad to be healed, But thou ſayeſt, if 
any could but ſee my ſin and my rebellious heart, 
they would be of my mind, and ſay there is no 
mercy. Thou judgeſt right, for with men it is 
impoſſible to ſave or cure a ſinner that finds he has 


43 no whole part in him, but is full of wounds and 
4 bruiſes and putrifying ſores; but the thoughts of 
God are higher than our thoughts, and his ways 
"x 0 9 above 
» 


. 
above our ways, and nothing is impoſſible with 
him: is any thing too hard for the Lord? But yet 
again methinks I hear thee ſay, I am old in fin; 
I fear T am now hardened and given over to a re- 
probate mind. If I had went to Jeſus when I was 
zwang or a good while ago had J applied to him, 


then I might have found mercy, but then I was 
one of them that went to other phyſicians, and 
thought I could get to heaven by my own righ- 
teouſneſs, and turn and ſave myſelf when I would; 
beſides, I remember, ſome time ago, I had con- 
victions of fin, and was drawn by the Father, but 
I went on, ſinned againſt light, and now I fear I 
have committed the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
and what confirms me in my thoughts of being 
out of the reach of mercy is, becauſe my fin has 
| been of ſo long duration; I havehad the ſtink- 
ing, filthy, and loathſome iſſue more than twelve 
years. My dear fellow ſinner, what I have been 
ſpeaking as the language of thy heart, was a few 

ears ago the language of my own, and I did think 
1 conſigned over to everlaſting perdition. I 
could have as much hope and more for Judas, Eſau, 
Francis Spira, &c, than for myſelf; I ſought to 
other phyſicians indeed, viz. delights, plays, &c. 
to divert my grief; I then attempted by long faſts, 
and abſtinence, and prayers, and tears, and alms, 
and going twice a day to church, and praying all 
day long in private to ſtop my iſſue of fin ; but, 
alas! I ftrove in vain. I was more and more led 
captive by the devil, and more and more convinced 
that without Chriſt I could do nothing. Yet I 
believed, like the woman, that if I could touch 
the hem of the Lord's garment, by faith, I ſhould 
be made whole; and, having been enabled to do 


ſo, I bear witneſs he is the fame yeſterday, of 
| an 
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and forever, and will heal poor ſinners of what- 


ever diſeaſe they have, when they fly to him for 


pardon. I know you believe he is able to heal 


you, Methinks I hear you ſay, O that I could 
but touch the Lord's garment (his righteouſneſs 
is his garment), I ſhould be made whole, but I 
doubt his will: if I did but know he loved me, I 
would give ten thouſand worlds, Sayeſt thou ſo? 


O come then to Jeſus; and though thou haſt de- 


ſpiſed him and rejected his kind-offers and-ealls, 
and haſt let him paſs by thee, yet follow on, and 


thou mayeſt yet know the Lord. The diſeaſed 


poor woman did not meet, did not cry to Jeſus 
when he paſſed by, but came behind and followed 
him, and ſhe did not follow in vain, Here, O 
poor ſinner, thou mayeſt learn, thap᷑ if thou haſt 
let our Saviour call thee and court thee in vain 
before now, and ſuffer him to paſs by and refuſed 


to go with him, yet thou mayeſt go after him and 


have him turn back and give theę a gracious an- 


ſwer to all thy prayers. - So did the ſpouſe in the 


Canticles, when ſhe had long refuſed her Beloved 


entrance into her chamber, and by vain excuſes 
cauſed him to withdraw, ſhe roſe and ſought him 
by night and found him. Up then, thou that 


haſt (like me) often refuſed our Saviour room in 


thy heart, go behind him weeping, and follow on 


ſhewing thy wretched eſtate, and he will ſoon 


convince thee he changeth not, but is the ſame 


yeſterday, to-day, and forever; you will find hſm 
turn to your complainings, and ready to anſwer 
to your earneſt prayers; I dare ſay, when ſhe 
followed Jeſus, and ſaw what a multitude ſur- 
rounded him, and how hard it was to get at him, 
ſhe reaſoned within herſelf and might ſay, I may 


as well go back as forward, for lo! there is no 


B 2 way 
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way to him for me. But ſtil] ſhe went on, and 
as ſhe could, got in among the crowd; and then, 


according to her faith, was ſhe healed, by touch- 


ing the hem of the Redeemer's garment. Your 
thoughts, ye publicans, ye ſinners, may be like 
hers; you may think, whenever I go to pray, I 
have ſuch a company of evil thoughts and ſuch a 
multitude of temptations between me and Jeſus, 
that I am often tempted to ſtrive no more. O my 


brother, my ſiſter, whoſoever thou art, be not diſ- 


couraged ; follow after Jeſus and ſay, If I periſh 
1 will periſh at the King's feet. But perhaps thou 
ſeeſt that thy bloody iſſue of ſin hath made all thy 
beſt deeds but an abomination, and that thy very 
appearance is an evil ſavour in the noſtrils of the 
moſt pure God; and ſo, becauſe thou art ſo bad 
and unworthy, thou canſt not venture to come, 
-Dear heart! this, no doubt, was the caſe of this 
poor woman; ſhe thought her iſſue was ſo filthy 
and unclean that it would offend the noſtrils of 
the Son of God, therefore ſhe came behind him. 
But ſhe did venture at laſt ; ſhe came, ſhe touch- 
ed, and was made whole, Let this encourage thee 
then to come behind Jeſus, and ta believe that his 


righteouſneſs may be touched by unworthy thee, 


None but the ungodly are juſtified by it; none 
but the Joſt periſhing ſouls lay hold on it; who 
'knows, this day the righteouſneſs of Jeſus may 
be revealed in thine heart, and all thy fins waſhed 
away by a crucified Saviour's blood ? 

My brethren, if any of you could now believe 
in the Lord, and, by faith, draw nigh and touch 
the hem of his garment, you ſhall be healed, and 
have the comfort of knowing it alſo. Some indeed 


teach that we may be forgiven and yet not know 
it, and healed and yet we not be ſenſible of it; 


but 
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but ſuch doQrine is dangerous, and tends to make 
men eaſy where they are, and cry peace, peace to 
themſelves, when there is no peace. Do not you 
ſo learn Chriſt. Let none herereſt till they know 
they have cloſed with Jeſus, till you can ſay, with 
full aſſurance of faith, that you have touched 
him; and til] Jeſus bears witneſs in your hearts, 
that virtue is gone out of his wounds to heal you. 
This woman felt in her body that ſhe was healed 
of her plague. So you may know and feel in 
yourſelves, even while you are in theſe bodies, 
that your ſouls are healed of the plagye of fins, 
So ſoon as ſhe touched our Saviour, her iflue's 
bleeding ſtopped. So likewiſe, when you be- 
lieve in Jeſus, you ſhall find the power of ſin 
ceaſe and dry up. Sin ſhall not reign any more 
in your morta] bodies. You ſhall be more than 
conquerors through him that loved you, and reign 
over {in and the world and the devil with him, 
and be as kings in the earth. You ſhall then, 
from experience, believe Jeſus to be God bleſſed 
for evermore, and become his bleſſed and happy 
witnefles world without end, | 

But it may be you can ſay, I believe I was born 
of God at ſuch a time, I then could call Jeſus 
Chriſt my Saviour, and was ſure my fins were 
forgiven, but now I doubt and am afraid. Come 
then fearing and trembling to Jeſus, and fall down 
at his dear feet, and ſhew him all that is done, 
Tell him you are troubled, leſt you have pre- 


ſumptuouſſy touched him without pre 


3 
and I know his anſwer will be, Son, be of good 


cheer; daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith 


hath ſaved thee; thy faith hath made thee whole; 
go in peace. | 


©. 


To 
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Too many think they muſt do a good deal be- 
fore they can be cured; they think they muſt live 
good lives and be very ſtrict in their duty, &c. 
ere they can know their firs are forgiven; but 
fuch err, not knowing the ſcripture, neither the 
power of God. feſus receiveth ſinners. He juſ- 
tifieth the ungodly by imputing his righteoulnefs 
to them; and whoſoever believeth in him (bond 
or free, male or female, Jew or Greek), ſhall re- 
ceive remiſſion of their ſins. Jeſus Chriſt wants 
no other preparation to come to him, but that we 
be convinced that we are poor, needy, loſt, periſh- 
ing ſinners without him, The woman in the text 


Had nothing to recommend her to the Lord's pity 


but her wretchedneſs and fin, and yet is ſhe (I do 
not doubt) at this time a witneſs of his free grace 
in the kingdom of heaven She, when ſhe came, 
had no goo works to plead that merited com- 


paſſion or favour; but ſhe came quite ſtripped, 


aſhamed, and very miſerable; and what did ſhe 
me-t with* Why, with free rich grace, revealed 
through faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: * Thy 


faith hath ſaved thee,” ſaith our Saviour; not thy 


works, not thy own good deeds, No, but thy 
faith hath ſaved thee; go in peace, O come hi- 
ther and hearken, ye fooliſh, and learn wiſdom, 
Fe is by faith only in Jeſus Chriſt poor finners 
get to the redemption which is in him, even the 
forgivenefs of all their fins. By faith alone are 
the unrighteous brought to God, and by faith only 
made whole. If any aſk how? I anſwer, faith is 


like a plaiſter ſpread with the blood of Chriſt, 


which heals every diſeaſe. Faith in good works, 


laid to a wounded finner's conſcience, only puts 


him to more pain, It is like an improper medi- 
| | cine 
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cine laid to a ſore; the patient is at no reſt till it 
is taken away. Many ſinners deſpair, and are 
unhappy and diſtracted and miſerable, becauſe 
they believe on others befide Jeſus, . Cruel phy- 
ſicians tell them, you muſt not think to be faved 


merely by believing in Chriſt; you muſt live a 


good life and keep the commandments before 
you can be healed ; and deluded ſouls believe it 
true; and ſo, while they are looking after righ- 
teouſneſs and falvation by the works of the law, 
they are always in bondage and are not healed. 
O that God may give you to make Jeſus Chriſt 
the object of your faith, and believe none other 
can do you good, believe no good work can be 
done, neither wil] you be any thing the better, 
but worſe and worſe, til] you can truſt your ſouls 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's arms, and fly for re- 
fuge, redemption and deliverance only in his 
precious blood. W hoever believes in his pierced 
body nailed to the croſs for fin and bruifed for his 
iniquity, and can look to his blood and name as 
to the fountain opened for his fin and for his 
uncleanneſs, ſhall by his ſtripes be healed. Many 
have a dead faith in Jeſus that profits not, but 
few have that faith which ſaveth the ſoul : I mean 


a living faith dipped in the blood of Jeſus—a 


faith apprehending Chriſt and laying hold on the. 
hem of his garment. O my brethren, ſteive for 
this faith which was onee dehivered to- the ſaints. 
Reſt not, but follow after Jeſus, and ceaſe not to 


cry, Lord, help my unbelief! till you can ſay 


with joy (the Holy Ghoſt bearing you witneſs in 
your conſcience), | believe; “yea the life I now 


live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 


God, who loved me and gave himſelf for me,” 
Sit not down till you have found virtue comes gut 


of 


. 

of Jeſus to heal you: I mean merit from his 
pierced body to make you whole of your plague. 
When you are made clean and healed by faith 
in the blood of Chriſt, yau need not defire to be 
taught of man if you are right or not; the anoint- 
ing that you have received will teach you, and 
the Spirit will be your witneſs that you are made 
whole. You will find the power and dominion 
of ſin ſtopped, and you will ſhew to the world 
then that you have been with Jeſus; by the vir- 
tue you have received, you will walk as Chriſt 
allo walked in the midſt of this ſinful and per- 
verſe generation, among whom, by your good 
works, you will ſhine as lights in the world. 
Yourſelves being aſſured alſo of your part in 
Chriſt, ſhall paſs ſweetly the reſidue of your days 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs without fear; and 
wait happy at the feet of the Lamb till he ſhall 
ſend for you to the joyful number upon the 
mount dion, where you ſhall tune. your ſongs to 
the harpers' harps; and, to the praiſe of the free 
grace and mercy of our dear Saviour, you ſhall 
hong of his ſalvation forever and ever. Amen. 


